m The Alliance for Children’s Rights

SSI & Youth “Aging Out” of Foster Care:
WIC 13757 (Assembly Bill 1331) Requires Counties to Screen Youth &f8pSiSI

In January 2008, WIC 13757 was enacted as a safety net for severely pbgy and mentally
disabled foster youth who are exiting the state’s foster cargystem. The new law is designed to
ensure that these youth who are potentially eligible for fezfal Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
benefits have applications submitted on their behalf welh advance of their exit from foster care so
that, with SSI in place, they can make a safe and supportednsition.

What is Supplemental Security Income?

SSl is a federal benefit that provides a monthly inconteMedi-Cal to individuals with qualifying
physical or mental disabilities. In addition, indivitkiavho are eligible for SSI benefits may be eligible
for certain housing opportunities, vocational programs,odner services.

What does WIC 13757 require of counties?

» Screen all youth who are in foster care and are legtwlee ages of 16.5 and 17.5 years of age for
a physical or mental disability using an “SSI Disabilityé&ening Guide.”

* Submit an SSI application on behalf of those youth wikadatermined likely eligible for benefits.

How can minors’ attorneys help?

» WIC 13757 mandates are directed at Counties only. In Los és\gile screening will be done by
individual social workers using a Disability Sreening Totthehed. DCFS workers will forward
information regarding potentially eligible youth to DCE®epartment of Revenue Enhancement
in Glendora. Minor’s attorneys (MA) can help by ensurlmgt every youth they represent
between the ages of 16.5 and 17.5 have been screened.sdfélening has not taken place, the
MA should request the court to order that the screening lmhicted.

* Once an applications for SSI is submitted, the S&=alrity Administration can take anywhere
from 4 months to 1 % years to resolve the applicatidre MA should encourage the court to
retain jurisdiction until an application has beerohesd.

* MA’s will be notified by Revenue Enhancements via emdiéwan application for SSI has been
denied. The MA should immediately refer the mattertie Alliance using the procedures
described in the attached document.
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