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The Alliance for Children's Rights

Job Announcement
Position:

Program Director, Attorney for NextStep Program
Program Description: Supports youth (ages 14 -24) through the difficult transition from foster care to independence with a range of legal and non-legal services. Staff and volunteer attorneys represent the youth in consumer fraud, benefits eligibility, special education, disability and other matters.  Self sufficiency is promoted through life skill workshops, access to community resources, and the support of mentors.  Legislative and policy reform efforts address the systemic barriers the youth encounter to employment, housing, and education. Monthly meetings with a former foster youth council help guide and inform the program’s efforts.
Responsibilities:
The NextStep Program Director will report to the Legal Director and oversee NextStep program staff including a legal assistant, mentoring director, youth development specialist, and myriad pro bono attorneys and other volunteers.
The Program Director will: 
· work directly with Los Angeles County Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS), Probation, minor’s attorneys and juvenile court to ensure that transition age youth receive benefits and services to which they are entitled; 
· work with the Pro Bono Director to recruit, train and  supervise pro bono attorneys and other volunteers to handle legal cases and provide life skill trainings;  support the mentoring program and youth council efforts; 
· work with the Development  Department to create youth focused publications and materials;  
· work with Legal and Policy Directors to develop improved state and county policies; 
· represent Alliance at transitioning youth related meetings and taskforces; 
· assist with grant writing, reports and presentations. 
NextStep is currently focused on implementation of the newly enacted AB12 and AB212, which provides extended time in foster care for youth in order to improve their outcomes.  The Program Director will work closely with DCFS, the Courts, youth, providers and other stakeholders to ensure that the opportunities presented by the law are realized.   
Responsibilities will include serving on existing stakeholder committees, organizing/conducting county-wide trainings and case management for youth and caregivers; overseeing  a CourtLAB which is working to develop best practices and policies for use by the county and courts relevant to transition planning; provide  support and input to the Alliance’s Policy Director  regarding AB12 statewide implementation efforts.
Qualifications:
Highly motivated 3+ years attorney, ready to oversee a program that is not exclusively legal.  At least three years supervisory experience as a managing attorney or has served elsewhere as a manager. Knowledge of juvenile dependency system and/or demonstrated experience working with at-risk youth; excellent written and oral skills; demonstrated leadership ability; comfortable with public speaking and able to multitask in a fast paced environment.  
Background: 
The Alliance for Children's Rights protects the rights of abused and low-income children and youth in Los Angeles County.  Since its founding in 1992, The Alliance for Children's Right has helped more than 100,000 children; children who are living in foster care, children who need medical treatment or public benefits, children with learning disabilities, and children in need of legal guardianship or adoption. 

Salary: 
Salary is commensurate with experience. Benefits include generous health, dental, and life insurance plans, as well as vacation and sick leave policies.

To Apply:

Please send resume and cover letter (no calls, please) to: 

Kathy Brubaker, Office Manager
3333 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 550, Los Angeles, CA 90010

Fax:  (213) 368-6016 or Email:  K.Brubaker@kids-alliance.org

The Alliance for Children's Rights is an equal opportunity employer and encourages applications from people of color, women, older persons and people with disabilities.  For more information on The Alliance for Children's Rights, see www.kids-alliance.org
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