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1. Click the link to join the webinar at the specified time and date:  

https://global.gotowebinar.com/eojoin/6991174688413009922/6909733863176785666 
Note: This link should not be shared with others; it is unique to you.  

 
2. Choose one of the following audio options: 
 

TO USE YOUR COMPUTERS AUDIO: 
When the webinar begins, you will be connected to audio using your computer’s microphone and speakers (VoIP). 
A headset is recommended.  
 
--OR-- 
 
TO USE YOUR TELPHONE: 
If you prefer to use your phone, you must select “Use Telephone” after joining the webinar and call in using the 
numbers below. 
United States: +1 (415) 655-0059 
Access Code: 871-903-382 
Audio Pin: Shown after joining the webinar 
 
Webinar ID: 118-500-363 
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Logistics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
o Webinar will be recorded and at archived at www.stepupforkin.org/trainings 

o All attendees will be on mute—type any questions you have into the chat box or if you 
experience technical difficulties email Will Smith at w.smith@kids-alliance.org  

o A copy of the PowerPoint is available now in the “Handouts” tab 

o A certificate of participation will be posted on line after the webinar at: 
www.stepupforkin.org/trainings 

o We will be answering your questions—please submit questions using the “questions” 
function on your GotoWebinar dashboard 
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Overview 

 
o The Need for Child Care for Foster Children 

 

o California’s Child Care System & Foster Children 

 

o Barriers to Accessing Child Care 

 

o Bridging the Child Care Gap 

 

o Looking Forward: Ensuring California’s Subsidized Child Care 
System Works for ALL Children 
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The Need 
for Child Care for Foster Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 

Stabilizing Children in Family Placements 

Addressing Trauma  
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
Changing Foster Child Population 

Although California’s foster care population has decreased over the past 15 years, the proportion of very young foster 
children—those between the ages of 0 and 2—has been steadily increasing. Finding for placements for these young 
children is challenging due to their need for child care.  
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
Changing Foster Parent Characteristics 

Due to a shifting economy that requires more parents to work outside the home, the 
ability to recruit and retain foster parents is becoming more challenging. Compared 
to the average American parent, foster parents tend to be older, possess fewer 
financial and educational resources, and live in homes with more children. Foster 
parents are: 
 

o Typically over age 40 
o Most often married, although single foster parenting is on the rise 
o Less likely to be college educated 
o Working outside the home (approximately 50%) 
 
 

“A high rate of employment among the pool of potential  
foster parents necessitates access to quality child care.” 

Working 
Outside 

of Home, 
50% 

Not 
Working 
Outside 

of Home, 
50% 
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
Foster Care Payments Do Not Cover the Cost of Child Care 

Foster Care Rate 
0 to 4 

Foster care payments are not income. They cover the costs of, and the costs of providing, 
• Food 
• Clothing  
• Shelter 
• Daily Supervision 
• School Supplies 
• Child’s Personal Incidentals  
• Liability insurance with respect to the child 
• Reasonable travel to the child’s home for visitation 
• Reasonable travel for the child to remain in his or her school of origin 

 
A study of the real cost of living in California found that child care costs for an infant or 
toddler are, on average, $803 a month and that child care makes up the largest portion of 
the budget, 28%, for a family with 2 parents, an infant, and a toddler.   
 

“The budget for a family changes over time—and the toughest time is 
the first 5 years of its children’s lives.” 

 
 

$688 

Food, $225 

Clothing, 
$55 

Shelter, 
$159 

Daily 
Supervision, 

$59 

School Supplies, $3

Personal 
Incidentals, 

$112 

Insurance, $11 
Transportation, $32

"Cost of Providing", $32
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
Lack of Child Care is Major Barrier 

The lack of child care is a major barrier to finding foster homes for young children. According to focus groups 
conducted by Los Angeles DCFS, child care is one of the top three barriers to placing children under five.  

In 2015 in Los Angeles County, more than 2,000 young children, ages 0 to 5, spent time at the county’s Children’s 
Welcome Center. Welcome Center social workers charged with finding homes for these children estimated that 25% 
of denials for placement were due to the lack of child care.   

In an October 2015 survey of foster family agencies, 100% of FFAs cited that concerns about child care affect 
recruitment and the willingness of foster parents to accept young children into their care. 

 

 

 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

I do not know.

No, concerns about child care have not
impacted recruitment.

Yes, concerns about child care have
somewhat impacted recruitment.

Yes, concerns about child care have
significantly impacted recruitment.
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
Fewer Child Care Options 

In 2011, there were more than 193,000 children 
statewide on the waiting list for subsidized child 
care. 

 

Meanwhile, the shortfall in child care options has 
been exacerbated in California by a 25% decrease in 
child care slots between 2008-2009 and 2012-2013, 
representing a loss of $984M. 
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Recruiting & Retaining Foster Parents 
County Child Care Proposals for Foster Parent Recruitment, Retention & Support Funding 

In 2015, the Legislature set aside $17.8 
million to support foster parent 
recruitment and retention activities. 28 of 
the 54 counties that submitted funding 
requests, proposed to use funds to 
provide child care to foster children.  

 

 
“Lack of child care makes it 
impossible for many of our relative 
and foster families to care for 
children and pay for full-time child 
care.” 

“This is the number one most frequently 
identified barrier for foster parents in our 
county being able to accept placement of 
non-school age children… Most of our foster 
parents and relative caregivers work outside 
the home and child care costs are not 
affordable to these families to also be able to 
cover the costs of daily food, clothing and 
shelter needs of foster children in their care.”  

"Many caregivers are employed or on a 
fixed income and cannot financially 
support a child who needs child care.”  

13 



Stabilizing Initial Foster Placements 

o Research shows that the initial stage of placement is when children are at greatest risk for experiencing placement 
instability, especially in the first six to seven months.  

o Evidence also suggests that infants experience the most placement moves during the first month of their placement 
as compared to older children.  

o Children are more likely to experience instability when placed in a home where the foster parents have children of 
their own under age 5.  

o Adequately supporting initial foster placements—including providing access to child care—is key in reducing 
placement instability.  
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Stabilizing Initial Foster Placements 

By providing foster children with the supports and services they need, we hope to not only stabilize initial 
placements but also prevent children from re-entering foster care. The majority of children who enter foster care are 
young children. As children enter foster care at older ages, they are more likely to be re-entering foster care after 
having been in foster care at least once previously.  

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

0- 5 yr 6-10 yr 11-15 yr 16-17 yr

Foster Care Entries 

All Entries % of Re-Entries 15 



Addressing Trauma 
Adverse Childhood Experiences, Trauma, & Development 

Studies show that adverse childhood experiences profoundly impact a 
child’s developing brain and body and have lasting effects on health and 
future success. 

 There are 10 recognized contributors to adverse childhood experiences, 
or ACEs, which fall into three types:  

o abuse (physical, emotional, sexual) 

o neglect (physical, emotional) 

o household dysfunction (mental illness, incarcerated relative, 
mother treated violently, substance abuse, divorce) 
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Addressing Trauma 
Adverse Childhood Experiences 

Early death 

Disease, 
disability, social 

problems 

Adoption of high-risk 
health behaviors 

Social, emotional, cognitive 
impairment 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) 
disrupt neurodevelopment  

ACE Study Model 

The Adverse Childhood Experiences study suggests that adverse events in childhood can demonstrate negative 
influences on key factors of health and well-being over an individual’s lifespan.  

Age 

Increased incidence of isolation, unemployment, 
chronic disease, and early death 
 
Truancy, suspension, drop-out, STD, pregnancy, 
special education, juvenile justice involvement 
 
Smoking substance abuse, sexual behavior, 
overeating, overachieving, absenteeism, bullying or 
aggression 
 
Grade failure, low standardized test scores, language 
difficulties; attention, focus, and behavioral problems 
 
Abuse, household dysfunction, violence 

Experience in life, health, well-being 
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Addressing Toxic Stress 
Toxic Stress & Foster Children 

In the absence of caring relationships with adults and when exposures are 
extreme, stress can quickly become toxic or overwhelming and harmful for 
children, literally changing a child’s brain and physiology, which can lead to 
multiple behavioral, emotional, mental, and physical problems. 

The developmental consequences of disrupted relationships and toxic stress are 
especially significant for very young children. This is particularly important 
because neuroscience research demonstrates how initial experiences provide 
scaffolding for later development—basic skills beget more advanced skills.  

The impact of toxic stress and trauma can often be seen in foster children 
who, for example, are 5  times more likely to have developmental delays. 40% 
of foster children show signs of developmental delay before reaching the age of 4   
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Addressing Trauma 
The Benefit of Early Education 

Stress can be buffered by supportive relationships 
with family and caregivers and through access to 
community supports and services. 

Early care and education for young children in foster 
care can: 

o Support caregivers 

o Enhance child development 

o Bring additional nurturing adults into 
children’s lives 

o Support children and help them recover form 
trauma 

High quality early care and education programs have 
been shown to improve social and emotional well-
being and  readiness for school. 
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Foster Children 
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California’s Child Care & Development System 
Overview 
 

o California’s Child Care and Development System serves approximately 300,000 children.  

o The state dedicates approximately $2 billion annually to subsidized child care (60% state funds; 40% federal funds).  

o The purpose of the Child Care and Development System is, generally, to enable low-income parents to work while also 
helping to maximize the growth and potential of their children.  

o The California Legislature has long-prioritized 2 populations within the Child Care & Development System 

o CalWORKs families 

o Children who are recipients of protective services or who have been identified as being abused, neglected, or 
exploited, or at risk of being abused, neglected, or exploited.  
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California’s Child Care & Development System 
Vouchers & Slots 
 

California uses a mixed delivery method for providing families with child 
care:  

1. Vouchers: Families may obtain a child care voucher from an 
Alternative Payment Program for use at a: 

o Licensed Child Care Center 

o Licensed Family Child Care Home 

o Licensed-Exempt Provider  

 

2. Slots: Families may obtain a slot in a child care program that has a 
contract with the California Department of Education to provide child 
care, including: 

o Licensed Child Care Centers 

o Family Child Care Home Education Networks 

o State Preschool 

o General Child Care 

o State Preschool 

o Migrant Child Care 
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California’s Subsidized Child Care System 
Resource & Referral Agencies 

There are 68 Resource & Referral Agencies located in every county in California. R&Rs support 
parents, providers, and local communities in finding, planning for, and providing affordable quality 
child care. Local resource and referral agencies: 

o Help parents find child care that best meets their family needs, 

o Document parents' requests for child care services, 

o Maintain comprehensive databases of child care providers in their communities, including 
licensed family child care homes and child care centers, 

o Track providers' licensing status, the languages they speak, the age groups they serve, the 
schedules they offer, and the number of spaces available in centers or family child care 
homes, 

o Work with providers to improve the quality of child care and to maintain and expand the 
supply of child care in each county, 

o Provide training and other services that help providers stay in business, 

o Compile and disseminate information on the statewide supply and demand for child care, 
and 

o Educate local communities and leaders to understand child care issues and to plan 
effectively to address child care needs. 

 
23 



 
California’s Subsidized Child Care System 
Eligibility for Foster Children 
 

Generally, to be eligible for subsidized child care children must meet criteria  in each of 
the following categories:  

o Residency: California 

o Age: 0 through 12 

o Income: Less than 70% of the State Median Income  

o Need: Parents must be working 

 

Children receiving Child Protective Services or who are identified as being of at-risk of 
abuse or neglect are not required to meet income or need requirements. To be eligible 
the family must have: 

(a) A written referral from a county welfare department worker certifying that the 
child is receiving CPS services and child care services are needed as part of the case 
plan; or 

(b) A written referral from a legally qualified professional from a legal, medical, or 
social services agency, a local educational agency liaison for homeless children  and 
youths, a Head Start program, or an emergency shelter for child at risk of abuse, 
neglect, or exploitation stating that child care services are needed to reduce or 
eliminate that risk 
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California’s Subsidized Child Care System 
Priority Enrollment for Foster Children 
 

 

CalWORKs Families: Families receiving CalWORKs are entitled to child care.  

 

 

Non-CalWORKs Families 

o 1st Priority: Non-CalWORKs CDE child care programs must prioritize enrollment of children who are 
receiving CPS services or who have at-risk status.  

o “First priority shall be given to neglected or abused children who are recipients of child protective 
services, or children who are at risk of being neglected or abused, upon written referral from a legal, 
medical, or social services agency.” 

o “Within the first priority for services stated in Education Code section 8263(b)(1), children receiving 
protective services through the local county welfare department shall be enrolled before children 
identified as at risk of being neglected or abused.” 

o If an agency is unable to enroll a child in the first priority category, the agency must refer the family 
to the local resource and referral agency.  

o 2nd Priority: Families that are income eligible, with lowest income families admitted first.  

o Contractors must maintain a current waiting list in accordance with admission priorities or participate in 
a county child care centralized eligibility list.  

A 

B 
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California’s Subsidized Child Care System 
Family Fees & Time Limits for Foster Children 
 

Family Fees:  

o Families with children who have open CPS cases or at-risk status are exempt from family fees for a specified 
period of time: 

o Open CPS case: 12 months 

o At-Risk status: 3 months 

o The cumulative time limit for exemption from fees for both categories is 12 months.  

 

Time Limits:  

o Children who are identified as at-risk are eligible to receive child care services for up to 3 months, but the time 
limit may be extended if they start receiving protective services. 

o Children who receive CPS services are eligible for child care services for up to 12 months. This time limit may 
be extended if the child welfare agency recertifies the child care referral.  

o Once the family runs up against the time limit based on CPS eligibility, child care must be continued without 
disruption so long as the family qualifies for child care based on other eligibility criteria. 

o Note children and their siblings who do not live with their biological or adoptive parents are considered their 
own family when determining income eligibility.  
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Barriers to Accessing Child Care 
Few Foster Children Enrolled in Subsidized Child Care Programs 
 

Even with categorical eligibility and priority enrollment, foster children and 
families struggle to access subsidized child care.  

Of the 11,778 maltreated children under 5 who were under LA DCFS supervision in 
2011, a conservative estimate of 12.8% attended publicly funded early care and 
education programs, including Head Start/Early Head Start and state subsidized 
child care.  

In contrast, about 20% of infants and toddlers and about 50% of 3 and 4 year 
olds from LA county’s low-income families are able to access subsidized child 
care.  
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Barriers to Accessing Child Care  
 

A social worker from another county contacted me to take in my twin 
grandbabies. I want to care for them and don’t want them to be placed 
outside of our family, but I work part-time and can’t make ends meet 
without my job. The social worker told me that because I live outside 
the county, DCFS can’t fund child care—even temporarily. I’ve tried 
to get the boys on waiting lists for child care in my county, but have 
been told I can’t even get them on the list until the boys are actually 
living with me—and even then, they have no idea how long we will be 
waiting. This has all happened in the last week and in the meantime the 
kids are in a shelter. If I can’t figure something out soon, I am afraid 
the social worker is going to place them with someone they don’t 
know. 
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Barriers to Accessing Child Care  
The Timing Gap 
 

Child Care Centers and Alternative Payment programs are 
almost always full, have long waiting lists, and very short 
periods of enrollment. 

 

Foster families are formed in an instant and are not able to 
anticipate the need for child care and get on waiting lists. This is 
especially true for relative caregivers.  

 

The moment a foster child is placed rarely coincides with the 
availability of a child care slot.  
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Barriers to Accessing Child Care 
Lack of Information 
 
 

Foster parents lack information about the availability of subsidized child care for the foster children in their care. Likewise, 
the child welfare workers and foster family agencies that support foster parents are also not well-versed in the complex 
subsidized child care system and, therefore, have difficulty assisting foster families in accessing child care. Many foster 
parents are not informed of the availability of subsidized child care or of foster children’s priority enrollment status. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it your understanding that most of the foster families you work with are eligible for subsidized child care? 

Yes, it was my understanding that all of the foster children I worked with were eligible. 33.3%  

Yes, but only if the foster parents were income-eligible. 20.0% 

Yes, but only if foster parents had an eligible need for subsidized child care (e.g. they were working or in school). 33.3% 

Yes, but only if the foster child was certified as "at risk." 13.3% 

No, it was my understanding that the foster children I worked with were not eligible for subsidized child care. 26.7% 

I did not know. 6.7% 
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Barriers to Accessing Child Care 
Inconsistent Implementation of Categorical Eligibility & Priority Enrollment 

Child welfare workers and other professionals anecdotally report that children who are in foster care may not be 
considered “at risk” and therefore deemed ineligible for subsidized child care or denied priority enrollment.  

Some California counties administering state subsidized programs explicitly exclude children in foster care from 
receiving priority. In these counties, foster parents are required to meet income and need requirements. This is 
especially problematic because foster care payments are included in the income calculation. 

 

 Have any foster children placed through your FFA been denied eligibility for subsidized child care? 

Yes, a significant number of foster children have been denied. 40.0% 

Yes, some foster children have been denied. 26.7% 

No, but a significant number of families do not apply because they expect to be denied. 6.7% 

No, foster children's eligibility for child care has generally not been questioned. 0.0% 

I do not know. 26.7% 

32 

Elimination of the centralized eligibility list, which used to act as a waiting list for children in need of care, means that 
identification, certification, priority, and enrollment processes for abused and neglected children are carried out at the 
program site-level, exacerbating the problems of accurately identifying and enrolling foster children.  
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Key Partners & Supporters 
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
a Budget Proposal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Emergency Child Care Voucher 

• Provided immediately upon placement 

• For up to 6 months 

• For children 0 through 3 

• $22M 

 

Child Care Navigator 
• Facilitate use of the emergency voucher 

• Work with the family to transition or stabilize the child in a long-term, high quality, licensed child 
development setting 

• Administered by Resource & Referral Agencies 

• $4M 

Training in Trauma-Informed Care 
• Support and training in the area of trauma-informed care for child care providers 

• $5M 
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Emergency Voucher 
 

o Emergency child care vouchers will be available to foster parents at the time of 
placement. Foster parents will be eligible to receive the emergency child care 
voucher if 

o The child they are caring for is between the ages of 0 and 4, and 

o The child care is needed because the foster parent is working or in school or 
is required to engage in activities related to becoming or being a foster 
parent.  (This is required to draw down Title IV-E funds.) 

o The amount of the voucher will be tied to the regional market rate, set by the 
California Department of Education.  

o Foster parents may use the emergency voucher to purchase child care, including 
both licensed and license-exempt care.  

o Vouchers will be available for up to 6 months. The vouchers will terminate early if 
the family is able to find subsidized child care prior to the end of the 6-month 
period and may be extended beyond 6 months, under certain circumstances, if the 
family has been unable to find subsidized child care. 

37 



 
The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Child Care Navigators 
 

Each Resource & Referral Agency will have a Child Care Navigator on-staff. Child care 
navigators will: 

o Be on-call to accept warm handoffs from child welfare agencies 

o Assist families in finding emergency child care as quickly as possible. Given the realities 
of child care provider capacity, it is likely that emergency vouchers will be used for 
family-based child care, as opposed to center-based child care.  When accessing family 
child care, one of three pathways would be supported:  

1. the R&R would contact providers in local Family Child Care Home Networks to 
identify open & appropriate placements;  

2. the R&R would contact local Foster Family Agencies to identify already-certified 
foster parents and respite caregivers who may be able to provide immediate care; 
or  

3. the relative caregiver/foster parent identifies a family, friend, or neighbor and the 
R&R helps them complete the Trustline requirements. 

o Help families assess their ongoing child care needs 

o Ensure families who need long-term child care secure a subsidized child care slot as 
quickly as possible 
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Training in Trauma-Informed Care for Providers 
 

o To maximize the effectiveness of child care programs in helping children heal from 
trauma, child care providers will be trained in how to provide “trauma-informed 
care” to foster children.  

o The training program will be modelled after the successful “Special Needs Training 
Project” which helped child care providers better meet the needs of children with 
disabilities.  

o R&R agencies throughout the state may hire a trainer with knowledge of best 
practices in trauma informed care for young children, as well as knowledge of the 
child welfare system 

o Group training will be provided and trainers will also work directly with providers as 
foster children come into their care. Trainers will be available to provide hands-on 
coaching and support at the child care site as well as to answer specific questions 
and connect providers with additional resources.  

o Title IV-E federal foster care funding is available to off-set the cost of providing this 
training and support to child care providers.  
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
County FPRRS Proposals Request Funds for Bridge Programs 

Of the 28 counties that submitted 
requests for Foster Parent Recruitment, 
Retention, and Support funding, 13 
requested funds for daily child care and of 
those 13, and 9 requested funds for  
bridge  programs. 

 
"Just in the past few months, 
the critical need to fund child 
care became a crisis issue for 
us in order to help foster 
families accept placement of 
young children on a very time 
limited emergency basis while 
waiting on spots to open in 
Early Head Start or Head 
Start.” 

“We will use this money to subsidize child 
care costs for new relative caregiver 
placements for children 0 to 5 years of age. To 
start, we would see this as a short term 
support and utilize our dedicated Relative 
Caregiver Community Support Coordinators 
to seek low cost child care options and 
subsidies and link families with these 
resources.”  

“Subsidies will be provided to caregivers 
who need assistance paying for child 
care while they seek out a more 
permanent option." 
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Benefits of Providing Foster Families with a Bridge to Subsidized Child Care 
 

The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster  Children addresses: 

o The Timing Gap 

o Lack of Information about Child Care for Foster Children 

o Difficulty Navigating the Child Care System 

o Inconsistent Implementation of Categorical Eligibility and Priority Enrollment 

 

The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children: 

o Increases ability to recruit and retain foster parents 

o Helps stabilize children in families at the moment of placement 

o Helps children overcome the impact of trauma and aids in their healthy development 
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The Child Care Bridge Program for Foster Children 
Support the Budget Request 
 

Sign on to the Request (email your logo and signatory 
information to EAlty@bos.lacounty.gov  

Send Letters to the Assembly & Senate Human Services 
Budget Subcommittees (go to the Handouts tab for a sample 
support letter) 

 

Speak in Support at the Budget Subcommittee Hearings 

• April 6th at 3 pm: Assembly 

• April 21st at 9 am: Senate 
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Looking Ahead: Meeting the Child Care  
Needs of  ALL of California’s Children 
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Looking Ahead 
2016 State Budget & Legislation 

o Annual funding for child care and preschool remains $1.1 billion 
below 2007-08, after adjusting for inflation. 

o The state’s child care & development system is severely under 
funded, especially for the youngest children.  

o State leaders need to address the three fundamentally linked 
areas of access, affordability and quality to be sure that high-
quality child care is available for everyone. 
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Looking Ahead 
2016 State Budget & Legislation 

 

o Child Care & Development Block Grant implementation requires 
new changes to improve the health, safety, and quality of 
child care. 

o AB 2150 would establish a 12-month child care eligibility 
standard. 

o The Legislative Women’s Caucus requested $800 million for 
early care and education. 

o AB 1838 would expand the infant supplement that helps 
parenting foster youth care for their children. 

 

 

45 



Looking Ahead 
New County Approaches  

Increasingly, county child welfare agencies have 
stepped forward to provide child care assistance. 

 

o 28 county child welfare agencies requested state 
Recruitment & Retention funds to provide child 
care to resource families.  

 

o 7 California counties have administered a “Title 
IV-E Foster Parent Child Care Program” 
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Looking Ahead 
Title IV-E: A Creative Financing Mechanism for Child Care 

o Within certain eligibility and programmatic parameters, federal Title IV-E 
rules permit states to claim reimbursement for child care expenses. 

o Eligibility requirements: Foster parents must work outside of the 
home or need child care to participate in activities that are “beyond 
the scope of ordinary parental activities.” 

o Programmatic requirements: Child care services for children in foster 
care must be rendered by a provider that is licensed, certified, “or has 
some other formal status under state or local regulations.” 

o Case-level IV-E eligibility information is required to claim this 
funding. 

 

o California legislative efforts to expand IV-E child care in  

o SB 1612 (2004) authorized local funds to be used as a nonfederal 
match to draw down federal Title IV-E dollars. 

o SB 1099 (2010) and AB 1187 (2014) attempted to use state General 
Fund expenditures as a state-level matching fund to pull in new 
federal reimbursement. 
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Looking Ahead 
Title IV-E: A Creative Financing Mechanism for Child Care 

o In California, there are two main barriers to drawing down Title IV-E funds for 
child care statewide: 

 

o Data:  

o We do not know how many foster children receive subsidized early 
care and education.  

o Early care and education contractors need to link data systems with 
county child welfare agencies in order to claim reimbursement. 

 

o California’s Title IV-E Waiver Project: 

o 9 (mostly large) counties participate in California’s federal waiver 
project, and they receive their IV-E funding as a capped block grant, 
not as an open-ended entitlement.  Until the waivers expire (or are 
revised & renewed) in 2019,  these counties cannot draw down 
additional funding through Title IV-E. 
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Re-Cap: 

o Foster Children Need Subsidized Child Care so they can find loving foster 
families, be stable in their foster placements, and heal from the trauma they 
have experienced.  

o California’s Child Care System provides foster children with categorical 
eligibility for, and priority enrollment in, state subsidized child care programs, 
but due to implementation barriers few foster children are able to access child 
care.  

o Barriers to Accessing Child Care, including the timing gap, lack of information 
about subsidized child care, difficulty navigating the complex system, and 
inconsistent application of categorical eligibility and priority enrollment, are 
preventing foster children from accessing subsidized child care.  

o The Child Care Bridge for Foster Children builds a bridge between the child 
welfare and child care systems that will allow foster children and families to 
overcome the timing gap, and other barriers, so they can access the subsidized 
child care they need.  

o Looking Forward the state needs to leverage foster care funding to meet the 
child care needs of foster children and ensure that as California restores, 
expands, and improves its subsidized child care system it does so in ways that 
are responsive to the needs of foster children.  
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